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HERE is nothing we receive 
with ſo much Reluctance as Advice : 
We look upon the Man who gives 
it us, as offering an Acfront to our Un- 
derſtanding. We conſider the Inflruftion 
as an implicit Cenſure ; and the Zeal 
which any one ſhows for our Good on ſuch: 
an Occafion, as à Piece of Preſumption 
or Impertinence. 
For theſe Reaſons, there is nothing 
fo difficult as the Art of making Advice 
agreeable : How many Devices have both 
ancient and modern Writers made Uſe of 
to render this bitter Potion palatable ? 
Some convey their Inſtructions to us in the 
beſt-choſen Words. Others in the moſt 
Vor. I. A Hbuarmonious 


il The PREFACE. 


harmonious Numbers : Some in Points of 
Wit, and Others in ſhort Proverbs. 

But amongſt all the different Ways of 
giving Counſel, wwe think the fineft, and 
that which pleaſes the moſt univerſally, is 
FABLE, whatſoever Shape it ap- 
pears. This Way of Inſtruction excels 
all others, becauſe it is the leaſt ſhocking, 
and the leaſt ſubject to Exception. 

Upon reading of a Fiction, we are 
made to believe we adviſe ourſelves. We 
peruſe the Author for the Sake of the 
Story, and conſider the Precepts rather 
as our own Concluſions, than his Inſtruc- 
tions. This oblique Manner of giving 
Advice is ſo moffenſive, that we find tb 
Wiſe Men of old very often choſe to give 
Counſel to their Kings in FABLE. 

The Moral, in ſhort, of an Allego- 
rical Performance, in/inuates itſelf im- 
 perceptibly ; we are taught by Surprize, 
and become wiſer and better unawares, 
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Children, like tender Ofters take the Boau, 


And, as they firſt are Faſnion' d always grow. 
\ DvD EN. 


Example draws where P recept fails, 
And Sermons are leſs read than Tales. 
e PRIOR, 


EADER, theſe little pleaſant Tales 
In eafy Yer/e difplay'd, 
Are none of mine: I've only dreft- 


I, : 


r 


No Plan was ever better form'd 

Betimes to ſet Vouth right; 

In theſe gay Ties you will find 
Inſtruction and Delight. 


II. 


But ſhould our ſocial Beaſts and Trees 
The Critick's Cenſure raiſe; 2 
His Spleen we ſcorn: A moral 7. * 18 
In Fiction merits. Praiſe. | 
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T7 .FABLE--:L: 
The Bull and the Paſtiff. 


44 * Maſiif (train'd to hoſtile Deeds) 
Fx | 13 Seizd a young Bull, —The Monarch 
bleeds, 2 

And roars aloud. —* Suſpend the War; 

«© Nor dare to urge my Rage too far.” —— 

« Thy Rage,” he anſwer'd, I defy; 

«& Pm-bred to conquer, or to die. 

% Thy Folly then be on thy Head,” 

The Monarch cry'd, and ſtruck him dead. 
As Education rules our Will, 6 

Our future Fortune's good or ill. 
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„„ 
The Elephant and the Bookſeller. 


. a Elephant, in Days of yore, 
(So Pliny ſays) on Books would pore; 
Viſit the Shops, learn'd Volumes ſpread, 
And make Remarks on what he read, 
A Bookſeller, who heard him ſpeak, 
And with juſt Accent mouth the Greek, 
Addreſt him thus: «« Exert your Skill 
„ gainſt Mankind, I'II pay you well.“ —— 
No, Sir, let Man commence the Fray; 
% Euæy's a ſharper Spur than Pay.“ 
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The AvreLicaTIon 7 FAB, I, 
Art improves Nature. 


| A S Plants, hilft tender, bend which Way „ 
ou pleaſe, | | 
And are, ibo crooked firſt, made ftrait with Eaſe; 
Let, if thoſe Plants to their full Stature grow 
Irregular, they'll break before they'll bow. 
Thus Youth, /et right at firſt, with Eaſe go on, 
And each new Taſk is with new Pleaſure done; 
But, if neglected till they grow in Years, 
And each fond Mother her dear Darling ſpares,' 
Error becomes habitual, and we find 
*Tis then hard Labour to reform the Mind. 
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The ArrIICAT ION 7% FAB. II. 
Merit creates Envy. 


¶ Elan avill blame ; her Breath awas ever ſpent 
To blaſt the Laurels of the Eminent, 

*Tis the Sublime that hurts the Critic's Enſe; 

Write Nonſenſe, and he reads, and ſleeps in Peace, 

He who would free from Malice pajs his Days, 

Muli live obſcure, aud never merit Praiſe, © 
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FABLE III. 
The Wolf and the Lanb. 


— — —ö 


A once a Wolf his Thirſt m_ 

At a cool Spring, a Lamb eſſayd 
To taſte at Diſtance of the Stream, | 
Nor thought it would Preſumption ſeem; 

But Igrim with Reſentment ſaid, | 
« Who's that diſturbs the Fountain-head 2%" 
In vain the Lamb Nor GvuiLTy pleads, 
And Right or Wong that Inſtant bleeds, 

: Thus Tyrants keep the World in Aave, 

E 


Their boundleſs Will is all their Law. 


„ FABLE If, 
The Fox and the Mask. 


THE Fox an Actor's Vizard found, 

4 And peer'd, and felt, and turn'dit round; 
Then threw it in Contempt away, | 

And thus old Phædrus heard him ſay ; 
What noble Part canſt thou ſuſtain, | 
«* 'Thou ſpurious Head, without a Brain?“ 
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The APPLICATION 7 FAB, III. 


Might overcomes Right ; or, 'The Weakeft 


goes to the Wall. 


Herewer ill People are in Power, the moſt 

" Upright and I[noffenſive are ſure 10 be in- 
ſulted. If a Man be cruel and malicious, and 
at the ſame Time immenſely rich, it is the eaſieſt 
Thing in the World to find out a Pretence for 
tyrannizing over Innocence, and exerciſing with 


1mpunity the moſt flagrant Ats of Injuſtice. 


The Afeiication f FAB, IV. 


Beauty without Senſe is deſpicable ; or, 
Manners make the Man, 


THE Faire Diamonds are rough till they 

are poliſhed; and the pureſt Gold muſt not 
only be run, and waſhed, but fifted in the Ore. 
Ae are all untaught by Nature; and the fineff 
Qualities will grow auild and degenerate, if the 
Mind be not formed by Diſcipline, and cultivated 
with an early Care. 
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FARLE,N 
The Lion, Tiger, and Traveller. 


A in Purſuit of Prey, 

Seiz'd Colin, as he ſleeping lay; 

To his Defence a Lion flies, 

And at his Feet the Tiger dies.— 

© Sire,” ſaid the Swain, your P.age confine,. 
*© And to your Courage Mercy join.— 

«© Tho' 'Tyrants keep the World in Awe, 


« And make their boundleſs Will their La-? ; 
„Still they're the Objects of our Hate. — 


« The PRINCE that's good is only great. 


FABLE VI. 
The Spaniel and the Camelion. 


Spaniel, very pert and gay i 
A Steps out to take the 5 Day; ; 


And as he round the Meadow flies, 


On a Camelion caſts his Eyes,— 

Lord! Sir,“ fays he, that Shape, that Mien, 
«© Should no where but at Court be ſeen.— 
« A Courtier's Life long ſince I try'd, 

« Like You, I flatter'd, fawn'd, and ly'd; 


46 But Lying is 4 ſneaking Vi ice, 


© And the fure Mark of Cowarflice,” 
B 3 The 
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The APPLICATION 7% FAB. V. 


The PicTurE of a TyYRaNT. 


| IP HEN Nero Rome's Imperial Sceptre favay'd, 

M] hat Deſolation der her Face was ſpread ! 
How flam'd her Iofty Tow'rs! How Roman Blood 
Polluted Tiber's Streams, and favelPd the Flood! 
This was majeſtick Rome's Imperial Head; 

T his Savage govern'd, and the World obey'd.— 
| Cnhappy They, whoſe Minds are prone to 111! 
| But lis @ Lot far more unhappy ftill, | 
When boundleſs Poæb'r. ſupports a boundleſs Will, 
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The AePLication to FAB. VI. 


The PicTuRE of a CourT1tR, 


NY R, I have liv'd a Courtier all my Days, 

| And ftudy'd Men, their Manners, and their 

4 . ays,: | 

4 And have obſerv'd this uſeful Maxim flill, 

To let my Betters ever have their Will: 

Nay, if my Lord affirm'd that Black was White, 

My Mord was This—* Your Honour's in the 
right. 

Th aſſiming Wit, who deems himſelf ſo wiſe, 

As his miſtaken Patron io adviſe, 

Let him not dare to went his dang'rous T hought 

Noble Fool was never in a Fault, 
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FABLE VR: 7 
The Daw and the Peacock. 


Daw, in pilfer'd Plumes array'd, 
Imagin'd ſhe a Figure made; 
With Affectation toſs'd her Head, 
And ftraitway to the Peacocks fled: 
But there th' Impoſtor play'd her Part 
So vainly, with ſo little Art, | 
That ſoon the Birds, with high Difdain, 
Stripp'd her, and ſent her Home again. | 
Thus awhen à Coxcomb afes the Great, "*. 
Deriſion and Contempt's his Fate. EI: | 
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FABLE VIC 
The Dog and the Shadoty. 


Dog, at Hunger's urgent Call, 
Snapp'd a T- Bit from off a Stall, 
And ftrait, for Preſervation's Sake, 
Did an adjacent River take. 
Whilſt thro? the Stream he ſwam away, 
He ſpy'd the Shadow of his Prey ; 
Unwiſely aim'd at greater Gains, 
And loſt the Purchaſe of his Pains. 
Ixion thus, for Juno's Charms, 
Embrac'd a Cloud within his Arms. 
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The APPLICATION 7 FAB. VII. 


All is not Gold that glitters; or, Fair with- 
out, and Foul within. 


HE Ontfide, or external Form of Man or 

Wiman, ought never to be ſo much regarded, 
as the good Qualities and rich Endowments of the 
Mind. Though the Eyes of the Vulgar are daz- 
zled with Pomp and Shew ; yet the Wiſe ſee 
Things in their proper Light. I here are too man 


Faßs and Fools male a gay Appearance in the 


World, auben Men of gocd Sexje and real Merit 
are buried in Oblivion, ; 
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The APPLICATION 7% FAB, VIII. 


All covet, all loſe; or, A Bird in the Hand is 
worth Two in the Buſh. 


imagines he ſees another F/tate in a 

Pack of Cards, or a Box of Dice, and ven- 
tures his own in the Purſuit of it, ſhould newer 
repine, if, after all his airy Hopes, he finds him- 


Self not only diſappeinied, but the juſt Obect of 


Contempt and Ridicule, 
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FABLE. i 
The Cock and the Diamond. 


S once a Cock, of ſordid Brood, . 
A Dunghill ſcrap'd in Queſt of Food, 
He found a coſtly Fexwel riſe, 


' Whoſe radiant Luftre ſtruck his Eyes: 


© Some Lapidary might, with Joy, 


c Have priz d, he cry'd, this glitt'ring Toy; 


© But J can turn it o'er with Scorn, 

ce And value more one Grain of Corn.” 
Thus ſenſeleſs Coxcombs, oft are prix d, 

When Men of Merit are deſpis'd. 


FABLE X. 
The Ponkey and her Cub- 


2 with parental Care, = 
Dreſs'd up her Darling, Infant Heir; 
With Tranſport gaz'd upon its Face, 
And kill'd it with a cloſe Embrace. 

Hence let fond Mothers knaww, the Child, 
That is indulg d too much, is jpoil'd, 
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| | The ArrIIcATIOX FAB. IX. 
| 


So many Men, ſo many Minds; or, One Man's 
1 Meat is another Man's Poiſon. 


HERE are Abundance of People paſs for 

very ſmart Fellows, tho) they are as perfect 
Strangers to Virtue and Knowledge, as the Cock 
here is to the good Qualities of the Diamond. 
The Fop, in order to excuſe his Ignorance, with 
an Air of Aﬀefation, pretends his Taſte lies 
another Way. T hree Parts in four of Mankind 
are thoughtleſs Libertines, and the Number »f 
thiſe is but very ſmall who know how to reliſh 
more reaſenable Enjoyments. 
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The APPLICATION to FAB. þ 


Spare the Rod, and ſpoil the Child ; or, Over- 
fondneſs is perfect Cruelty. 


OUT H, that have not Diſcretion to chuſe 

for themſelves, when too much fonaled and in- 
dulg'd, incline by Nature to Vice; by which 
Means the Parent's Hopes, through their own ill 
Conduct, are frequently Fratratel ; and the Dar- 
ling of their Heart becomes either an Ideot, or a 
Debauchee : Whereas thoſe who are train'd up 
under a flrict Diſcipline in their Infancy, take any 
Impreſſun that is made upon them, make early 
Improvements tn Virtue, and ſeldom fail of an- 
Seering the Ends propos d in their Education. 
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FAB L Bak: 
The Mare and many Friends. 


Hare, belov'd by all the Train, 

Who hunt the Wood, or graze the Plain, 
Was cloſe purſu'd.— The Hor/e ſhe met.— 
Oh! fave me from impending Fate!“ 

«© Excuſe me, Pas, ſays he, you'll find 

Many much abler Friends behind.” 

To many more poor Pu/ apply'd, 

But all with Complaiſance deny'd.— 
Friendſhip, like Love, aue ſeldom find, 

Sincere, unleſs to One confin'd. 


FABLE XII. 
The Shepherd and the hiloſopher. 


ONG liv'd a Swain in high Renown _ 

For Wiſdom, far remote from Town; 
Say, cry'd a hoary Sage, from whence 
Ihy Judgment and ſuperior Senſe ? 
© Haſit thou with Books familiar been? 
Or haſt thou ſtudied Arts or Men?“ 
With modeſt Air the Sqwaiz reply d. 
** Nature alone has been my Guide: 

* Her Laws alone, if well punſu d, 31 

* Will make Men wiſe, as awell ar. go. 


— 


The ArPLiCaTion zo FAB. XI. 
Adverſity is the Touchſtone of Friendſhip. 


M E N may Reſpedt and Love with Eaſe pre- 
tend, 

But Times of Danger only try a Friend. 

No happy Man is ſure he is belowd, 

For his Admirers cannot then be prov'd. 

They who dare Faith when hazardous expreſs, 

And Wretches, on whom Fortune frowns, careſs, 

Give ample Proof their Friendſhip is not cold, 

And are with Juſtice valu'd more than Gold. 


— 


The APPLICATION 7 FAB. XII. 
Nature's the beſt Guide. 


H OW truly bleſt are They, and only They, 
Who Nature's wiſe Inſtructions can obey ! 

Who within bounds their Appetites confine, 

Nor drink too deep of Pleaſure's heady Wine ! 

Who free from Buſineſs too, the Leiſure find, 

To dreſs the little Garden of the Mind. 

That grateful Tillage beft rewards our Pains 3 

Sqaweet is the Labour, certain are the Gains. 

The riſing Harvft never mocks our Toit, 

Secure of Fruit, if we manure the Soil. 
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4 My Honour's loſt, my Virtue ſold.”? 
Thus curſt ? Thus falſly, Sir, accus'd ? 


4 


_ Grown wiſe, he try'd his Art again, 
| Graceful as PHotBus drew the Men; 


665 


AB L'E XUE 
The Wiſer and Plufus. 
T5 E Miſer ſtarts, and trembling flares, 

Wak'd with imaginary Fears. | 


Soon Qualms ariſe ; with anxious Pain, 


He thinks on his ill-gotten Gain. 
«« For Thee, he cries, ** accurſed Gold, 


Plutus appears, -—-** Why thus abus'd ? 


C Know Riches, on the Good beſtonu d, 
e Blaſings worthy of a GOD.” 


FA BLEͤ 
The Painter who pleas'd No Body 
and Every Body. 


O like the Life a Painter drew, 
That ev'ry Eye the Picture knew. 
He flatter'd none; but, to his Coſt, 
Soon found his Friends and Practice loſt. 


Like Venus painted every Fair, 

And Fancy found a Likeneſs there. 

His Cuſtom grew, his Price was rais'd, 

And the whole Town the Arti prais d. 
The groſfſeſt Flattery ſooths the Mind; 


For Self-Conceit is ever blind, | 
The 


M 


N 


The APPLICATION 70 FAB. XIII. 


Covetouſneſs 1s the Root of all Evil. 


7 F Mines of Wealth in every Field were found, 
And Show'rs of ſcatter'd Gold beftrew'd the 
Ground, Te 
Thick as the Autumn Leaves, or as the Sand, 
aß d ty the troubled Waves upon the Strand, 
Mankind would flill to bounteous Heaw*n complain, 
And ſome ungrantad Wiſh would ſtill remain. 
Wealth he has none, awho mourns his ſcanty Store,. 
And midſt of Plenty flarwes, and thinks he's poor. 


— — 
The ArPlication 7% FAB. XIV. 
The Magick of Flattery. | 


N OTHING jo much intoxicates the Brain, 
As Flattery's ſmooth, inſinuating Bane : 
She on th unguarded Ear employs her Art, 
While vain Self-Love unlocks the yielding Heart. 
Her Mirror ſhews Perfectian thro' the whole, 
And ne er reflects a Wrinkle or a Mole 

Each Character in gay Confuſion lies, £ 

And all alike are virtuous, brave, and wiſe. 
Nor fail her ſulſome Arts to ſooth our Pride; 
Tho' Praiſe to venom turns, if wrong apply d. 
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FABLE XV. 
The Fox and the Grapes. | 


Fox half. ſtarv'd, a Vineyard ſpy d, | 

Where the Grapes hung in Cluſters dry'd: 
He ſprang to reach them, but in vain, 

He jump'd, and jump*d,—but miſs'd again. 

Convinc'dat length—** They” re on ag he, | 

«© Who will may eat ſuch Traſh for Me.“ 

How many, like the Fox, deſpiſe 

Thoſe H ei ights zo awhich they cannot * 


Fan . 4 
The Farmer and bis Bons. Ee 


\ Peofent; on his PEPE Bed, 
Thus to his Sons, attending, faid = 
6 A Treaſure in my Vineyard lies; : 
Dig deep, and you will find the Prize.” — 
The — dy'd. They dug the Ground. 
And, tho' no Real Be was found 
Soon as the Summer's Cloſe drew near, 
A double Vintage crown'd the Year. 
From whence we may obſerve, with Pleaſure, 
That Diligence df s @ Treaſure. 


The 


(- x6) 


The APPLICATION zo FAB. XV. 
No Vice is ſo vile as Lying. 


THI S little Fable is a ſevere Reprimand 10 all 
fuch vain Coxcombs, as pretend a Diſguſt to 
every Thing they cannot obtain, becauſe they are 
too proud to acknowledge themſelves diſeppointed 
in any of their Purſuit... How inſufferable is the 
" Vaniiy of that Man, who would condeſcend to the 
wileſt tions, rather than be thought incapable 
of doing any Thing For what is more abject 
and ſcandalous than Lying? And yet when do 
ave lye more notoriouſly, than when we find Fault, 
and depreciate a Thing, for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe it is cut of our Power ? | 


2 —— 


The APrLIICATION to FAB. XVI. 


The Diligent und makes rich; or, Induſtry 
overcomes all Things. 


LAbour and Induſtry, well applied, very ſeldom 

fail of finding a Treaſure ; and ſince not 
only the Conwveniences, but the Pleaſures of Lift, 
may by Application be acquired, it would be Folly 
10 the Iajt Degree to doe, or throw :hoſe Advan- 
tages away, by indulging ourselves in Indoelance 
and Inattivity, Nothing /upparts tiealth like 


Exerciſe; and as Health is one of the great'ft | 
Blefings this Life can ajjord us, no one of the 
legſi Thon ght or Conſideration would ſuffer him- 
felF to be wholly deſtitute of Employment. 
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F AB LE XVII. 
The Lady and the Waſp. | 


S Chl, with affected Air, 
. Sat lolling in her Eaſy-Chair, 


An amorous Waſp around her flew, 


Perch'd on her Lip, and fipt the Dew. 
She frowns-; ſhe frets :—He makes reply: 
„With Love I burn, I rage, I die.“ 

She ſmiles, forgives :—He claps his Wings; 


But ſoon ſhe finds that VWaſps have Stings, 


Ladies, that are with Coxcombs great, 
Mourn their ill Condugt ſoon or late. 


FAB IL. E XVIII. 
The Peacock, the Turkey, and 
4 Goole. 


MAS at the Barn the Peacock ſtands, 
And his gay ſpangled Plumes expands, 


With Scorn the Poultry gaze behind, 


And cenſure each ſmall Flaw they find: 

Againſt his Legs and Scream they rail; 

Blind to the Beauties of his Tail. —  _- - 
I hen Envoy prompts the Mind to Spleen, 

T he brighieft Charms are overſeen. ' 5 


The 


The AePLicTTIoNn FAB, XVII. 
The PicTuRE of a Coquer. 


TH ERE's a Being in Nature as light as @ 
Feather, | SEL 
As fickle as Wind, as inconflent as Weather. | 
Now humble, then proud; now ſevect, and then 
four ; 
Newer rs the ſame Humour, or Cauduct, an 
Haur. | 
Tig a Lion, a Lamb, an Eagle, a Dove; 
All Fiercenefs, all T ameneſs, ali Hate, or all Lowe. 
Tt can foe aud proteſt ; but its Oaths are ſo 
rail, | 


That he who relies on't, takes an Eel by the Tail. 


— — — 


The APPLICATION to FAB, XVIII. 
The CHaRACTER of a MiscHIET-MakRR. 


H ER Commenaations praiſe you into Shame, 
And from her Month Diſpara ement is Fame; 

Dipatisfy'd, if pleas d, ſhe feeds on Wrong, 

And gath'ring Scandal grows upon her Tongue. 

Thus Froth, aud baneful Weeds, and floating 
Straws, . 

Whilft the pure Stream glides on, the Whirl-pool 
draws. | 

In Beauty ſhe Deformity can ſpy, 

And turns all yellow with her jaundic'd Eye. 
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FABLE, + 
The Heaſant and * les. 


OB plung'd his W gon in a Slough 
And faw no Profpedt to get throug 
To Hexcur xs the Lubber pray'd, 
As a ftrong God, to lend his id. 
© Your Pray'rs (ſaid Henke are vain: 
If you would get it out again, | 
«© Your Shoulders to the Wheel apply :— 
ce Fall you to work ;—and fo will I.“ | 
Wi 72 but flow Conceſ ons find, 
Unleſs they're with E ndeaVours 22 4. 
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FA RI E KX. 
Juno and her Peacock. 


Proms kept by Juno's Side, 
(With his gay Plumes diſſatisfy d) 
Complain'd, that Philomela's Voice 

Made every Grove and Swain rejoice ; 

That all her Songs charm'd every Ear, 
Whilſt none his hideous Notes could bear. 

Ju xo reply'd ; “ With this diſpenſe ; _ 

« Sinoe each has his own Excellence. 

«« Her Notes, tis true, are well expreſt, 

© But you, my Bird, are better dreft,”? 


The 


(0) 


The Ar@rcarion to FAB. XIX. 


3& < righteous over- much. 


T is 4 great Sin for a Man to be 

freguen ning 10 Church on Week-Days, 
ewhen he ſbod be mindful of his Trade or Occu- 
pation : Tor God is moſt pleaſed when we are 
doing the moſt good And be, doubileſs, is doing 
his Duty in the moſt acceptable Manner, who by 
a ſober, honeſt Induſtry, is providing for thoſe 
of his own Houſehold, and uſing his beſt Endeas 
ours to have wherewithal to give to him that 
needeth. The Man, who is virtuoufly employed, 
is actually ſerving God, and is more likely to 
hae his ſilent Wiſhes complied with by the Su- 
preme Being, than he who begs with a fruitleſs 
Vebemence, and ſolicits with an empiy Hand. 


The APpPI1r1CATION to FAB. XX. 
Content is a continual Feaſt. 


os IS wery abſurd for any one to complain, and 
torment himſelf about That, which tis in- 
poſſible for him ever to obtain. As no Mortal 
was ever yet ſo haypy, as to be poſſeſt of every 
good Quality, we ſhould ſpare ub Pains to cu fi- 
vate and recommend thoſe we haue Had we 
all the defirable Properties in the World, wi 
could but be eaſy ano contented with them And 
M a Man, by a right Way of Thinking, can re- 
concile himſelf to hi: own Con'ition, whatever it 
be, he will fall but little ſhort of the moſt complete 

State that Mortals ever enjoy, 
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FABLE: - WI. 
The Man and the -Flea. 


H O' Birds and Beaſts are proud and vain, 
None ſo conceited are as Man. 5 
«© When 1 ſurvey,” ſays he, the Skies, 
And the wide World that round me lies; 
« When I by Contemplation find, | 
% Heav'n all theſe Gifts for me defign 1 
“ Well may I be elate with Pride.” — 
* No; not at all:“ a Flea reply'd,— _ 

6s Be humble Sir, and know, we Fleas 
« Can feed on you whene'er aue pleaſe.” 
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FABLE XXII. 
The Sick Pan and the Angel. 


ce A there no Hopes,” the Patient cries. 
The Doctor turns away, and _ 
The dying M her looks aghaſt; 

With Shame reviews his Actions paſt; 
Bot thinks his Will may make Imends, 
And on his pious Gifts depends.— 

An Angel came, and frowning ſaid ; 
Give what thou haſt before thou” rt dead.” — 
Why in ſuch Haſte ? I've made my _ 
* Perhaps I may recover ftill.”? — . 
«© Thou Fool ! thy Will! thy Hopes are wain : 
« Die, _ deſpair, —T hy Heav'n was bn 
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The AePLICATION to FAB. XXI. 
Pride was not made for Man. 


M T then applauding Crouds repeat your 
Name ? ö : 
And Fame's loud Voice your mighty Deeds pro- 
claim? ; | 


Vain Man / behold the ſvacious Realms on high, | 


And this ſmall Spot, where all your Glories lie, 


Upheld by Wings of Air, an Atom of the Sky. 
Yet, e er your Fame theſe narrow Bounds has croft, 
Her Voice ts filenty and ber Sound is Ioft.— 


Tho” all the Wreaths and Laurels were your own, 


Which Alexander reap d, or Cæſar wor ; 
Yet know, it is your Deſtiny to die, 
And with the Vulgar undiſtinguiſb d lie. 


_—_ 


The APPLICATION 70 FAB. XXII. 
Wealth without Content. 


THO Wealth was poured, like a rolling Tide, 
Within the Miſer's Graſp on every Side, 

His Wiſhes flill would riſe too faſt to be ſupply d. 

T ho' countleſs Rounds of orient Pearls were flrung, 

And down his Breaff the toftly Baubles hung; 

Tho fifty Yoke of Oxen ploww'd his Soil, 

And the rich Glutton futten'd on their Toil ; 

Yet to a Curſe are all bis Blefſinge join d, 

His Days are chearleſs, und 9 — 'dhis Mind, 


And be muß die at loft, and leave bis Wealth N 


behind. 
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ASL E NIIII. 


Th he Perfian, the Sun, and the 
Cloud. 


* on the Ground a Perſian lay | 
Proftrate before the God of Day, | 
He pray d“ Bright Beam, thy Servant bleſs, | 
„And crown his Eabours with Succeſs.” | 
With Envy ſwell'd, an impious Cloud | 
Re rov'd the Man, blaſphem'd the God. 

« Vain fleeting Form!” the Perfian cry'd, 
8 Thy God adore. —Reftrain thy Pride.— 
„See! with new Beams he gilds the Skies!“ 
Thus Merit ſhines,; and Envy dies, | 


— 6 9 
FABLE XXIV. 
The Univerſal, Apparition. 


ASD young Rake repentant fat, 
Deploring his unhappy Fate, 
The Phantom CARE thus fpoke —<* Beit, 
„And Health above thy Pleaſure prize. 
The Yeath refortns; reſolves to find | 
(His Health reſtor'd) true Peace of Mind. 
He ſeeks the Court, the Camp, the Plain, 
To fly from CAR E; but all in vain.— 
The World is like a troubled Sea; 
No State of Life's from Sorrows free. 
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The Arriicarion 7 FA B. XXIII. 
Merit will ſhine in Spite of Oppoſition. 


NPY will Merit, as its Shade, purſue; 
But, like a Shadow, proves the Subſtance true : 
For envy'd Wit, like Sol eclips*d, makes known 
Th* oppoſing Bodys \Grofſneſs, not its own. | 
When firft that Sun too poww'rſul Beams diſplays, 
It draws up Vapours, which obſcure its Rays: 
But ev'n thoſe Clouds at laſt adorn its Way, 
Reflect new Glories, and augment the Day, 


The ArrIIcATTION ro FAB, XXIV. 
VIX TV r's Addreſs to HxAGULES. 


S there a ſenſual Thing of any Kind, 

T hat can ſupply the Cravings of thy Mind? 

Wert thou poſfſeſt of Birds, Beats, Fruits, and 
Flow'rs, . | 

Fountains and Gardens, Palaces and Bow'rs ; 

Say, doſt thou think to be exempt from Care? 

Would not that Inmate to thy Breaſt repair, 

And rawage all thy boaſted Pleaſure there? 

Or with thoſe Gifts were ſome Delight enjoy d, 


Moulaſt thou not ſoon be ſatisfy'd and cloy'd ? 


How ſoon the Tinſel-Rapture would be loft ! 
The ſhort-liv'd Bliſs not worth the Pains it coft !- 
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- HSB IE” ., 
The Trouts and the Angler 


WO Dou, that (thoughtleſs of Deceit) 

2 Swallow'd a wily Angler s Bait, - 

When thrown into a Paz alive, 

Began their captive State to grieve ; 

And not contented to be fry'd, 

They jumpt into the Flames and dy d. 
Thus Man when he of Heav'n complains, 

By murm ring bat augments his Paint. 
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ABL E- XXVI. 


The For and the Crow, i 
| A Reynard view id, with longing Eyes, 
| A Crow regaling on a Prize 
The Parafite, with artfol Tongue, 
Implor'd the Favour of a Song: | 
The Dupe, regardleſs of the Cheat, 
Made the Attempt, and dropt her Meat, - 
Thus the too credulous Virgin's won, © _ 
And by her Lover's Perfidy undone, © © 
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The APPLICATION-t0-F AB, XXV, 
Out of the Frying-Pan into the Fire. 


H O' a tame Submiſfton to Injuries, when we 

" . have it in our Power to redreſs them, may, 
and ought to be looked upon as an abject mean- 
Spirited Thing; yet to ſtruggle and make a wigo- 
rous Refiſtance, where 1 are no Hopes of 
Succeſs, may be as juſtly deemed the Effet of 
' Folly and Preſumption. The Strokes of Fortune 
are frequently as 72 as they are ſevert ; 
and he,'who 'with Impatience fights againſt her, 
inſtead of alleviating his Miſeries, augments them, 
and makes the Blows ſhe gives fall down upon 

him/elf with a double WHeht. 


* 
* 


The APPLICATION % FAB, XXVI. 
"There is no Enemy ſodangerous as a falſe Friend. 


HEY who are fond of Flattery, are ina 
fair Way to repent of their F vibhe in à ſhort 
Time : And yet there is hardly a Man or Mo- 
man to be found, aubo can be pronounced full 
Proof againſs its Attacks : T he beſt. Way hows- 
' ever, to baffle the Force of. fo prevailing' an 
Engine, is for every one to examine with In- 
Fartiality the true Eftimait of his own Endows 
Mentis. ; | 
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F A BLE XXVII. 
The Crab and the Fox. 


| Reſtleſs Crab, in th' Ocean bred, . 
Stroll'd out, and in a Meadow fed; + 

But by a Fox was ſoon eſpy'd, BTR 

Soon made his. Prey, and juſtly, dy'd: 

For had he ſtay'd at home contented, 

All had been well, his Fate prevented. 
Thus reſtleſs. Fools, who Buſrneſs. quit, 

And aim at Marks they ne er can hit, 

The Smart of ſure Miſcarriage bear, 


For rambling in a foreign Sphere. 


FABLE XXVII. 
The Part and the Uine. 
A Fraitful Vine, like a true Friend, 
Shelter'd a Hart, quite out of Wind: 

Safe for a Time within her Shade 

He lay, till he himſelf betray'd. 

All Danger paſt as he conceives, 

He ſtrips her of her verdant Leaves; 

By this expos'd to View he lie 

The Hounds return: He juſtly dies. 

Thus Villains make their Friends their Prey, 


And by their Crimes ibemſelves betray, 
G 2 The 
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The ArTIcATIONY % FAB. XXVII. 
A Rolling Stone gathers no Moſs. 


OME People are fo poſſeſſed with the Spirit 

of Rambling, and, as they fooliſhly call it, 
trying their Fortune, that though they have all the 
Conveniencies of Life at Home, yet shey can't be 
contented, but muſt ſally ovt into the wvide Warld 
at all Adventures. A ſevere Repentance hows- 
ever, after ſuch Elopements, is for the moſt Part 
as certain, as it is altogether uſeleſs and unre- 


garded. 


——  — — BA 
The APPLICATION 2 FAB. XXVII. 
Ingratitude is worlt than tl. Sin of Witchcraft, 


F all the Crimes Mankind is capable & 4 commit- 

ting, Ingratitude is univerſally allowed 10 
be the wileft, and meſt enormous; becauſe it com- 
prehends as it were, all other Vices within it. 
Nor can the Conceſſion be thought either too raſh 
or unadwiſed; fince he, aubo is capable of injuring 
one on whom he has bis princpal Dependence, 
ewill make no Scruple of ruining another 7 aum 
he lies under na Obligation. 
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FABLE XXIX. 


The Mother, the Nurſe, and the 
„ Fairy. | 
W weeping Eyes a Nurſe ſurvey'd. 
Her Infant- Charge, and trembling ſaid ; 
« A Fairy has my Baby ſtole, 8 
«« And left behind a E Fool. — 
« Bleſs my dear Boy!” the Mother cries; 
© The Wench is mad, has loſt her Eyes.''— 
Perch'd on the Cradle's Top, a SPRITE 
Spoke, frowning, viſible to Sight: 
«« Nurſe, you your partial Fondneſs fhew, 
Me love our Young as well as You.” 


li 
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= FABLE XXX. 
The TClild Boar and the Ram. 


AST to an Elm a Lamb was ty'd; 

In Sight of all the Flock ſhe dy'd. 
See! ſee! the Butcher is in View,“ 
Cry'd a Vild Boar: © Revenge purſue,” 
«© No, Sir,“ reply'd an ancient Ram, 
We are by Nature mild and tame; | 
«© We have no Tuſks, like you, to kill; | 

We bear with Patience every III: | 
Hut when the Helpleſs are oppreſt, | 
« Their Wrongs are by the Govs redreft.” | 
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The APPLICATION t0 FAB, XXIX. 
Fancy ſurpaſſes Beauty. 


G O OD Ged ! how tender is the Parents Lowe! 

25 heir raviſp*'d" Hearts what Jobs "g Tran- 
ports moved + 

All Kind; that move in Ocean, Earth, or Air, 1 

Alike the Charms of Piety rewere. 

Not Mothers only their young Offipring prize, 

Sweet as their Lives, and dearer than their Eyes; 

Unreaſoning Souls the ſame Propenſions move; 

Parents claim no Prerogative from Love. 


The ArrLicarion to FAB, XXX. 


Patience in Diſtreſs, 


XALTED Socrates! divinely brave! 
Injur'd he fell, and dying he forgave. 

Too noble for Revenge; which ſtill aue find, 
T he weakeſt Frailty of a feeble Mind. 
Degenerate Paſſion, *. for Man too baſe, 
It ſeats its Empire in the female Race, 
There rages And to make its Blow ſecure, 
Puts Flatt'ry on, until the Aim be Sure. 
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SE L ECT 
PRUDENTIAL MAXIMS 


IN 
PROSE and VERSE; 


Alphabetically diſpoſed | 


For the Eaſe of CHILDRENS 
Memories. 


Art poliſhes and improves Nature. 
Beauty 1s a fair vat fading Flower. 
Content alone is = Pappineſs, 
Delays often ruin = beſt Deſigns. 
Encouragement the Life of Action. 
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( 32 ) 
Fortune is a fair buf fickle 
Grandeur is no true Yappineſs. 


9 
Health is Life's choiceſt Bleſſing. 


Jndalence is an Inlet fo every Uice. 
K 5 
Knowledge is a God⸗like Attribute. 


| 5 : 
Liberfy is an invaluable Bleſſing. 


3 1 
Podeſt Perit finds but few Admirers. 


5 þ 

Neceſſify is the Pother of Invention. 

- 00 
One bad Sheep infects a whole Flock. 


Ba) 
Pride is a Paſſion nat made for Pan. 


Q 
Quick Reſentments prove often fatal. 


R 
Niches are precarious Blefinge. | 


_ D | 
 Self-Love is the Bane of Doctefy. 
"— 
The Pope of Reward lweetens Labour, 
Uariefy is the Beautp of the World. 
CUiſdom is more valuable than Riches. 
, * ; x 
tels kills more than the Sword, 
Peſterdip miſpent can neber be re⸗ 
call*d. 180 45 
| 2 
Zeal miſapply'd . ** Phrenip. 
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A 
8 E c 0 ND AL PHAB E T 
= 
Prudential Maxims. 


Affectation ruins the alrelt Face. 
Beauties very keldom 1 the Truth. 
Conſcious Virtue is hy 0 Reward. 
Diligence overcomes ll Difficulties. 
Envy too 3 Merit. 
Fame once loſt can W be regain d. 
Good-H amour has vera Graces. 


Humility adds Charms to Beauty. 


Innocence is ever gay and chearful. 


K 
Kuowledge procures general Eſteem. 1 
N 8 Love 


' 


CY 3 


Love hides a Multitude of Faults, 
Modeſty charms more than Beauty. 
| N 
Nothing is more valuable than Time. 
| _ 
Order makes 'Trifles appear graceful, 
ol 
Praiſe is grateful to human Nature. 
| 5 
Quick Promiſers are often ſlow Performers. 
R f 
Recreations are both lawful and expedient. 
I Wap 
Shame attends unlawful Pleaſures, . 
TL 
Truth needs no Diſguiſeor Ornament, 
| hs Ns: 
Vanity makes Beauty contemptible. 
wn W 
Without Knowledge, Life is a Burthen. 
X | 
than Precepts. 
V. 
Youth; like Beauty, very ſoon decays, 
ro | 
Zeal warms and enlivens.Nevotion, EE 
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*Xamples prevail more 


C6) 


— c c j — 
A 

THIRD ALPHABET 
OF 


Prudential Maxims. 


4 
Adverfity is the Touchſtone of Friendſhip. 
A B | | 
Be more afraid of ſecret Sins, than open Shame. 
C 
Charity ſhould begin at home, and end abroad. 


D | 
Do wunta others, as you would have them do uni 


vou. 
B 


Evil C ompary makes the Good bad, _ the bad 
worſe. - 5 N 


7 raud in Childhood will become X os in Man- 
hood. © 
G 


Guadneſs n leads to univerſal Kifecar, 


3 
He that begins avell bas _ half his Work. 


Induſtry heeps the Mad. clear, and the Body 
healsh ful. 


Knowledge 


uio 


1 


| K 
Knowledge is the Treaſure of the Mind. 


L 


Laxineſs is commonly puniſhed with Diſtreſs. 


M 
Malice ſeldom wants a mark to ſhoot at. 


N 


Nothing is more contagious than an ill example. 


2 


One Vice is more expenſive than ten Virtues. 


P 


Proſperity gains Friends, and Adverſity tries them. 


Quarrelſome Company are miſchievous Companions. 
| 1 
Religion is beft underſtood, when moſt practis'd. 
8 


Succeſs does not always attend Deſert. 


7 


The "_ of Reward faveetens Labour. 


V. 
Value not e by other Men- s Opinions 


N. | 
Write Injuries in Def, but Kindneſſes in Marble. | 


X 
Xcuſe the Frailties and [ < on: of a Friend. 


Young Men are too apt to ; os to bad Counſel. 


5 
Zeal for Religian can never warrant Revenge. 


e 


6— TEIN . . 


| AN | 
ALPHABET 
| O F 5 


PRUDENTIAL MAXIMS 
In Eaſy Verſe, 


For the Usz of | 


\.* * * 7 — * Nr %%- 4+ Fe 
4 


5 A 
Attend the Advic 
Ok the Did and the Mie. 
e 
Be not angry nor fret, 
But but forgive and forget. 
i 
Can you think it no Ill 
To pilker and ſteal:? 


92 


6 
, D ' 
Do the Zhing.you are bid, 
Nor be ſulten when chid. 
E 


Envy none for their Mealth 
O their Honour or Health. 


Fear, worſhip, and love 
The Great GDD above. 
G 


Grw quiet and eaſpz, 
When Fools try to teize vou. 


3 
Honour Father and Mother; 


* 


Love Siſter and Brother. 


I 
If is dangerous Folly 
To jeſt with Things holy. 


| IR 
Keep your Books without Blot, 


And your Clothes without Spot. 


t 4 ) 
Wet pour Hands do no UUrong, 
. Por bat kbite with nou2 Tongue. 
"_ 


Make haſte fo obey, 
Nor diſpute or d2lap. 


3 
Never ſtan within hearing 
Dk Curling and Sweariug. 
Offer GDD all the Prime 
£f pour Strength and nour Time. 
P 


Provoke not the Poor, 
Tho he lie af pour Door. 


A 
Nuahh all evil Thoughts, 
And mourn for pour Faults. 


R 


Remember the Liar 
Vas his pazt in Hell-Fire. 


(9-3 


3 D 

Shun the wicked and rude, 
Bnt converſe with the Goad. 
Tranſgreſs nof the rule, 
Dr at Yome or at School. 
Ute fill with the eff, 
And excel all the reſt. 


Wa 
Then pon are at pour play, 
Take heed what pon ſap. 


*Ecuſe, buf with Truth, 
The Follies of Youth. 


P 
Mield a little for peace, 
And let Quarrelling ceaſe. 


5 5 
Zeal and Charity join'd, 
Pak you pious and kind. 
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A. 
SECOND ALPHABET 
OF 


Prudential Maxims, 


In Easy VERSE. 


A 


Art and aſſiduous Care muſt join 1 
To make the Works of Nature ſhine. s 


B | 
Beauty's a Flow'r that ftrikes the Eye; 
But (Roſe-like) ſoon its Colours die. 
Content is a continual Store, 


And he's unwiſe that aſks for more. 
| , 
Dare to be juſt :=Your Fame regard; 
For Virtue is its own Reward, 
; E 
Envy when once it taints the Mind, 
Is to true Merit ever blind. | 
F 
Firſt to thy maker Homage pay; 


And next, thy King's Commands obey, _ 
- e NPR 
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| 35 
Give without Grudging to the Poor, 
And Heay'n will ſoon augment thy Store, 
Honour beſtow where Honour's due, 
And ev'ry one will honour You. 

I 5 

Jeſt not, raſh Youth, with ſacred Things; 
Nor ſpeak with Diſreſpect of Kings. 


K 
Know well thyſelf; thy Errors ſcan ; 
And Pride, thoul't find, wasn't made for Man. 


| L 
Learning, when Fortune adverſe proves, 
With Induſtry all Ills removes. 
Money's that God whom all adore : 
Who courts or ſmiles upon the Poor ? 
| A | 
None are ſo happy as the Juſt, | 
Whoſe Names are precious in the Duſt. 
| O 
Old Age, or Sickneſs mows down all ; 
In Time, the ſtatelieſt Buildings fall. 
ä | P 
Princes like Ladies in their Youth, 
But very ſeldom hear the Truth, is 
| Quarrels. 


T3: 


Qu 
Quarrels avoid ; and Law-Suits ſhun ; 
For he that conquers is undone. 

R 


Riches when on the Good beſtow'd, 
Are Bleſſings worthy of a God. 


Sometimes the Bow muſt be unbent ; 
Play's laudable, if innocent. 

— 608 
'Tho? Beauty's Shafts reſiſtleſs are; 
The Virtuous ftill outſhine the Fair. 


V 
Verſe, if impure, has no Defence ; 
Indecency is Want of Senſe. 


Who would to lawleſs Pleaſures rove, 
That knows the Sweets of virtuous Love. 
X 
*Xamples oft, when precepts fail, 

Will over giddy Youth preyail. 

T 
Youth take, like tender Twigs, the Bow; 
And, as firſt faſhion'd, always grow. 

Z 


Zeal, when with too much Heat it burns f 
Soon to religious Phrenzy turns. 
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THIRD ALPHABET 


Prudential Maxims, 
In Easy VERSE. | 


A 
All human Things are ſubje& to Decay, 
And when Death ſummons, Monarchs muſt obey, 


5 8 
Be ſure he be at leaſt as good as thee, 
To whom thy Friendſhip ſhall familiar be. 


C | 
Count all th' Advantage proſg* rous vice attains, 
*Tis but what Virtue flies from and diſaains. 
Do thou, with Pleaſure, own thy Errors paſt, 
And make each Day a Critick on the laſt, 

E N 
Each Moment brings us nearer to our End ; 
Why ſhould we then our precious Time miſpend? 


F 
Firſt worſhip GOD; he that forgets to pray; 
Bids not himſelf Good- Morrow, nor Good-Day. 
| | Grandeur 
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We | | 


Grandeur by Virtues only underflocd ; 
None's truly great that is not truly good. 


| E 
He auho Beauails, and not fonſales his Sin, 
Confeſfjes only what he'll do again. 

Juſt be thy Thoughts, and every Word fincere, 


And know no Wiſh, but what the World may 
Shear. 
X 


Know «Sell thyſelf; preſume not GOD to ſean; 
The proper fludy of Mankizd is Man. 


—_— —— 


Leave GOD to manage for thee, and to grant, 
What his unerring Wiſdom ſees thee Want, 
Make much of every Moment of your Time, 
1f you aſpire in Art to be ſublime. 

N 


No Minutes ſurely bring us more cotitent,. 82 
Than thoje in uſeful pleaſing Studies ſpent. 


| | O l [phages 
Others. in Wealth and Pomp their Thoughts may 


But be tbou rich in wiſhing none of the/e, 


2 


- 


Pride is the never-failing Vice of Fools; 
The Wiſe and Virtuous walk by humble Rules. 


Duarrels 


88/7 


Kh b[L 
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N 
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Quarrels and Strife, and Law-ſuits, wiſely ſhun 
By Peace and Silence no One is undone, 


Reaſon's whole Pleaſures, all the Foys of Senſe, 
Lie in three Words ;—Health, Peace, and Com- 
petence. | 


| 82 tet5 
So live with Man, as if th Almighty's Eye 
Did ev' ry where into thy Actions pry. 
7 
Thank thoſe that do thee good; Jo ſhalt thou gain 
Their ſecond Help, if thou ſhould'ft need again. 


Vice is a monſter of ſo frightful Mein, 
As to be hated, needs but ta be ſeen. 

Me to ourſelves may all our wiſhes grant 3 
For nothing coveting, we nothing want. 


Xerxes, as Poets fing, a haughty Brave, 
Mhipt the rude Winds, and made the Sea his 
Slave. ; 
"4 


Young Men, be diligent, and PII engaz e 15 
Your youthful Pains will Pleaſure a in Ages 
Zeal is u Fire, and uſeful in its Kind 
But nothing is more dangerous, if blind. 
| ER FIFTY 
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FIFTY 


SELECT COUNSELS; 


oF dings 
Vules of Lite: 
Without Regard to Alphabetical Order. 


So 


_ 
Do thine own Work, and know thyſelf. 


' 5 OP 


Tf you would be happy, correct your Imagi- 


nation by Reaſon ; reje& Opinion and live ac- 
cording to Nature. SES; 5 


III. 
Let Reaſon go before every Enterprize, and 
Counſel before every Action. SAX 
Dr | IV. | . ; 
Be not diverted from your Duty by any idle 
Reflections that the filly World may make upon 


you ; for their Cenſures are not in your Power, 
and conſequently fhould be no Part of your 


Concern, 


V. 


fn 3 
— | - ſt 


| Reft fatisfied with doing well, and leave 
Faun to talk of you what they pleaſe, 


VI. 


Pitch upon that Courſe of Life which is the 
moſt excellent, and Cuftom will render it the 


moſt delightful. 


* 


wy = 
we 


Rather avoid thoſe Vices you are natarally 
inclined ta than aim at ſuch Excellencies and 
Perfections as you were never made for. 


| VAR >: | 
bs in Peace with all Men ; nevertheleſs 
have bat one Counlellce of a T houſand. 8 


IX. ä 
a Never defer that till To-morrow, which you 
iy can do To-day: Nor ever do that by Proxy, | 
8 which you can do yourſelf. 


. | 
1 | Be always at Leiſure to do gaod ; never 
; make , Buſineſs an Excuſe to decline ine Offices 
| of Humanity. 1 
I, 


Forget the Faults of others; but _—_— re- 
member your own. | 

Hear not III of a Friend, nor ſpeak 1 of 
an Enemy: Believe not all you hear, nor e 


port all you believe. 
Vol. I. D XIII. 


of ,P! 


XIII. 
Imprint this Maxim deeply in your Mind, 
That there is nothing certain in this human and 
mortal State; by which means you will avoid 
being tranſported with Proſperity, and being 
dejected in the Day of Adverſity. | 


XIV. 
Do nothing To-day that you will repent of | 
To-morrow. oy | 


Sell not Virtue to purchaſe Wealth, 


XVI. | y 
Make yourſelf agreeable, as much as po. f 
ſible, to all; for there is no Perſon ſo con- aq 
*temptible, but it may be in his Power to be a | 
fincere Friend, or an inveterate Enemy. | 
Never reflect upon any Man's Religion, Re- 
putation, or Infirmity; for it is not only diſ- 
obliging and uncivil, but unbecoming a 
Chriſtian. Fa de 
| XVIIL | yo 
In the Morning, think what you have to do; 
and at Night aſk yourſelf what you have done. 


XIX. Ty 

Account it no Diſgrace to be cenſured by BM yo 

| thoſe Men, whoſe Favours would be no Credit En 

to you. You yourſelf only know what you wi! 

are; others only gueſs at you: Rely not there- WW anc 

fore on their Opinions, but on the Dictates of Aff 
your own Conſcience. 11 


tC aa ] 


} - IS | 

Think before you ſpeak, and confider be- 
fore you promiſe. Take Time to deliberate 
and adviſe; but loſe no Time in executing 
your Reſolutions, WRT. 
XXI. I 

Never reveal your Secrets to ahy, except it 
be as much their Intereſt to keep them, as it 
is yours that they ſhould be kept. Only truſt 
yourſelf, another ſhall not betray you. 


AX. | 

Have not to do with any Man in his Paſ- 
fion ; for Men are not, like Iron, tobe wrought 
upon when they are hot, 

XXIII. | | 
| Purſue not a Coward too far, left you make 

him turn valiant to your Diſadvantage. 

Speak not in the Ears of a Fool ; for he will 


deſpiſe the Wiſdom of your Words, Caſt not 


your Pearls before Swine. 


XXV. 


In all our Promiſes, let your Heart and 
Tongue ſpeak the ſame Language; and let 
your Actions continually keep Touch with your 
Engagements: To proffer a Perſon a Favour, 
without ever deſigning to aeg; it, is baſe; 
and to encourage him with the Lope of that 
Aſſiſtance from you, which lies out of yout 
Power to give, is fooliſh. 3 

D 2 XXVI, 


* 


T2) 


Beware of Intemperance ; for it plunges the 


Body into a State of Langour and Weakneſs: 


Our Health can hy no means hold out, when 
-we live too faſt, and are continually over. 
charging Nature: If we manage not our Con. 
ſtitutions, we throw them away before we have 
done living, and conſpire againſt the Intereſt 
of our own Eaſe and Pleaſure. | 


XXVII. 
Suit your Deſires to Things, and not Things 


to. your Defires z be thankful for what you 


have, and not uneaſy for what you have not; 
ſince he, who once attains this Virtue to Pet. 
fection, not only enjoys the compleateſt Plea. 
ſure in this Life, but alſo takes the moſt cer. 
tain Courſe to ſecure himſelf the Joys of the 
next. © | „ 
5 XXVIII. 
Beware of Envy; for to grudge any Man 
Advantage in Perſon or Fortune, is to cen- 
ure the Liberality of Providence, and be angry 
at the Goodneſs of Go. 
Do not purſue the Things of this World im- 
moderately : Be not dejefted on account of any 
unexpected Diſappointment: Crave nothing too 
eagerly : Rejoice not exceſſively at any caſual 
Preferment: So ſhall you Rve in Peace and 
Tranquility, and die with Content, and Sub- 
miſſion to the Divine Will, 
6 XXX, 
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XXX. 

Raiſe your Thoughts and Actions above the 
Vulgar, if you have any Ambition to be ranked 
above them. For it is in Life, as it is in a 
Play, wherein it is not ſo much regarded, who 
is Prince and Beggar, as who acts thoſe Cha- 
racters beſt. | | 

The Circumſtance of Life no Preference gives, 

But as the Man in that Condition lives. 


XXXI. 


Shun the leaſt Appearance of Evil, that you 
may not be ſuſpected; and if you cannot avoid 
both, chuſe rather to be ſuſpected, when you 
do not deſerve it, than to do Evil, without be- 


ing ſuſpected. W 


Keep no Company with a Man who is given 
5 4 - pany 8 
XXXIII. 
Let your Words agree with your Thoughts, 
and be followed by your Actions; be careful in 
your Promiſes, and juſt in your Performances; 
for it is better to do, and not promiſe, than to 
promiſe and not perform, | 


| | XXXIV. 

Obſerve the various Actions and Tempers of 
Men, and paſs by human Infirmities with a 
generous Greatneſs. Criticiſe upon nothing 
more than your own Actions, and you'll fee 
Reaſon enough to pardon the Weakneſs of 


others. | | <=” Ong 
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XXXV. 5 
Value no Man for his Opinion; but eſteem 
him according as his Life correſponds with the 


Rules of Piety and Juſtice: For a Man's Ac- 
tions, not his Conceptions, render him valuable. 


XXXVI. 
Be content in that Station which Providence 
-has allotted you; for Serenity of Mind is the 
moſt precious Jewel of human Lite, 


XXX VII. : 
Difdain not your Inferior, tho* poor; fince 


he may poffibly be your Superior in Wiſdom, 


and the noble Endowments of the Mind. 


_ Give your Heart to your Creator; pay due 
Reverence to your Superiors; honour your Pa. 
rents; give your Boſom to your Friend; be 
diligent in your Calling, be your Station in 
Life whatever it will; give an attentive Ear to 
E Advice, and be benevolent, and tender- 
earted to the Poor. | | 


XXXIX, a 

Never indulge yourſelf in Sloth : For Idle- 
neſs is the greateſ Prodigality ; it throws away 
Time, which is valuable, in reſpect of its 
wave, Uſe; and when it 1s paſt, can never 
recovered by any Power of Art or Na- 
ture, 


. 


(465 -J 


| | XL. 

Be prudent in the Choice of your Compa- 
nions : If you deſire Refreſhment, aſſociate your- 
ſelf with your Equals; but if Profit, with your 
Superiors; for it is a certain Sign of an abject 
'Temper, to be ambitious of being at the Head 
of thoſe with whom you converſe. 


XLI. 

Pretend not that the Incumbrances of human 
Affairs make you neglect the Duties of Reli- 
gion-; for the Things of another Life are ſo 
tranſcendently glorious, when compar'd with 
our momentary ee that whoever makes 
ſuch frivolous Excuſes, ſhews the Greatneſs of 
his Covetouſneſs, and the Weakneſs of his 
Faith, 2 Roe 3 
„ | XIII. F | 
| Beware of Oſtentation and Vain- glory; an 
accompliſh'd Man conceals vulgar Advantages, 
as a modeſt Woman hides her Beauty under a 
careleſs Dreſs. 


Do not ſpeak reproachfully of any Perſon 
whomſoever ; for ſuch Injuries are very ſeldom, 
if ever forgotten, and may poſſibly prove an 
Hindrance to your Preferment. | 


XLIV. 
Keep your own Secrets; for if you diſcover 


them to another, and he reveals them, you 


ſhould pardon him for it, ſince he is only trea- 
cherous by your Example. 5 


„ 


—_ 
-* Never commend any Man to his Face; but 
rather commend him to others, that they ma 
have a good Opinion of him: Neither dif- 
praiſe any Man behind his Back, but rather 
tell him privately of his Faults, that you may 
be a happy Means of his future Reformation. 


XLVI. 
Be very cautions in believing any Thing ilt 
of your Neighbours ; but be much more can» 
tious of making haſty Reports of them to theit 
Diſadvantage. FN | 


-  --X& VIE 

Do nothing but what is Praiſe-worthy, not 
be puſt up with popular Applauſe.: Entertain 
Honour with Humiliey, Poverty with Patience, 
Bleſſings with I hankfulneſs, and Afflictiones 
with Reſignation. | 

XLVIII. ; | 

Let Virtue and Innocence always accom- 
pany your Recreations: For unlawful Plea- 
ſures, tho' agreeable for a Moment, are too 
often attended with bad conſequences, and in- 
ſtead of relaxing the Mind, plunge us into ag 
Abyſs of Trouble and Vexation. 


Queſtion not the Truth of what Gop has 
thoaght fit to reveal to you, however intricate 
and myſterious ; fince he requires our Aſſent 


CM 3 
to nothing that is contradictory to Read tho 
he does to ſome Truths 2 above it. 


L. WE 
Put forth all your Strength in honouring of 
Gop, and doing his Commandments ; for that 
Time ſhall end in a bleſſed Eternity, that is 


prudently and zealouſly- ſpent in the Service 
of the Supreme Being. 
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In PRoOskE and VERSk. 
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I. 
Let your firſt Duty be, to adore the im- 
mortal Gods, according to the Laws of your 


Country. Kg: 


Have a religious Regard to all your Vows 
and ſolemn Proteſtations. | : 


III. 


E: Honour your Parents and neareft Relations ; 
and endeavour to by your Virtue the 
Friendſhip of Men of Meri 


' BE. 

Liſten with due Attention to the Admonition 
ef your Friends, 

V. 


Hate not a Friend for a ſmall Fault. 


( 59 » 


| VI. 
Sabdue Sloth, Luſt, and Anger. 


| VII. 

Do not an ill Thing, either in Company, or 
alone; but of all reſpect yourſelf firſt; that is, 
firſt pay that Duty which is due ta yourſelf, 
to your Honour and to your Conſcience ; nor let 
any foreign Regard make yon deviate from this 


ath, 
Be juſt both in Word and Deed. 
| Suffer not yourſelf to get a Habit of acting 
imprudently in any Thing. D ne 
Remember that it is the certain Lot of all 
Men once to dig, 2 y 


Let not the Words or Actions of any Man 
impoſe: on you ſo far, as to make you. either 
ſay or do any Thing to your own Prejudice and 
- Y XII. | ry [od 

Conſider well what you are about, before 
you put it into actual Execution, leſt you be- 
tray your Folly ; for Fools only ſpeak and act 
without Reflection. 2 


to 


Meddle with nothing that will give you Pain, 
when once tis paſt. 7 
* D756 1 


(. 6 ) 


g XIV. 

Attempt nothing which you do not perſectly 
underſtand ; but learn , every 1 ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. * b | * 
kj , _ge Wee 
Neglect not the Health of your Body; but 
obſerve a Medium in your Food, your Drink, 
and your Recreations. eee | 


XVI. | 
Let your Diet be pure, but not delicate. 
XVH. | 
Do nothing to create the Envy of thoſe you 
converſe with. „ . 
XVIII. 


Be liberal, but not profuſe; Moderation is 
beſt in l Things. 
Preſume not to ſleep, till you have thrice ran 
over the Actions of the 4 Day.—Examine 
If—Where have I — What have I 
Have I omitted any good Action 
Then weigh all, and correct yourſelf ſor what 
ou have — amiſs, and rejoice in what you 


e done well. 
1 fy "Marne 
* 14 Pr; : 4 #> 1 190 | — 4. * Ft 
£ 4 - 8 = . 
Abe _ ConcLirvs10N. T 


This ought to be your daily Taſk, your con- 
ſtant Meditation and Study, and this you ought 
to take delight* in; for this will lead you to 


THE 
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Tranſlated by the late tm 


NrcholAs Rows, the 


1 


Firſt to the Gods thy humble Homage 
The greateſt This, and Firſt of Laws g 


f *. 


perform thy Vows; obſerve th 22 Toh 
And let Religion b bind thee to x 


III. 
Wich lowly Duty to Parents wo 128, 
And Grace and —. 4 thy Kindred ſhow: - 
For what concerns the Reſt of Human- kind, 
Chuſe out the Man to Virtue beſt inclin'd ; 
Him to thy Arms receive, him to thy Boſom | 


bind, 
Poſſeſs d 


2 
. 
* 
9 
) 4 
14 
1 
1 


1 


Poſſeſs d of ſuch a Friend, preſerve him ſtill; 

Nor thwart his Counſels with thy ſtubborn Will: 
Pliant to all his Admonitions prove, 

And yield to all his offices of 2 - 

Him from thy Heart ſo true, ſo juſtly dear, 

Let no raſh Word, nor ſlight Offences tear. 

Bear all thou canſt, ſtill with his Failings ſtrive, 
And to the utmoſt ſtill, and ſtill forgive. 


| _— 
- Uſe thy ſtronger Appetites aſſuage, 
y Gluttony, thy Stoch. th * Rage. 
From each diſhoneſt Act of Shame forbear ; , 
Of others, and thyſelf, alike beware. 


— | VI. * 
Let Rey'rence of thyſelf thy Thoughts controul, 
And guard the ſacred Temple of thy Soul. 


oh —_ 
Let Juſtice o'er thy Words and Deeds preſiie, 
And Reaſon ev'n thy meaneſt Actions guide: 
For know, that Death is Man's appoint Doom; 
Know, that the Day of great Account will come, 
When thy paſt Life ſhall ftritly be ſurvey'd, 
Each Word, each Deed, be in the Balance laid, 
And all the Good, and all the Ill, moſt juſtly 
be repaid. | . 
Revolve the Getter's Joy, and Loſer's Pain, 
And think, if it be worth thy while * 


* 


( 63 ) 

| IX; | 
Of all thoſe Sorrows that attend Mankind, 
With Patience bear the Lot to thee affign'd; 
Nor think it Chance, nor murmur at the Load; 
For know, what Man calls Fortune is from God. 
In what thou may'ft, from Wiſdom ſeek Relief, 
And let her healing Hand aſſuage the Grief ; 
Yet ſtill whate'er thy righteous Doom ordains, 
What Cauſe ſoever multiples thy Pains, 


Let not thoſe Pains as IIls be underſtood; 
For Gopb delights not to affliet the Good, 


X, 


The reas'ning Art, to various Ends apply'd, 

Is oft a ſure, ech an erring Guide; 

Thy 1 therefore ſound and cool pre- 
erve, : | | 

Nor lightly from thy Reſolutions ſwerre; - 

The dazzling Pomp of Words does oft deceive, 

And ſweet Perſuaſion wins the Eaſy to believe, 


XI. 


When Fools and Liars labour to perſuade, 
Be dumb, and let the Bablers vainly plead. 


XII. 


Let no Example, let no ſoothing Tongue, 
Prevail upon thee, with a Syren's Song, 
To do thy Soul's immortal Effence wrong. 


III. 


Of Good and Ill, by Words or Deeds expreſl, 
Chuſe for thyſelf, and always chuſe the _ | 


3 


( 64 ) 
XIV. 
Let wary Tho each Enterpriſe forerun, 
And ponder _ Taſk before begun, 
Left Folly ſhould the wretched Work deface, 
And mock thy fruitleſs Labours with Diſgrace. 
Fools huddle on, and always are in Haſte, 
AR without Thought, and thoughtleſs Words 
they waſte; 29 | 
But thou, in all thou doſt, with early Cares, 
Strive to prevent at firſt a Fate like theirs ; 
That Sorrow on the end may never wait, 
Nor ſharp Repentance make thee riſe too late. 


Beware thy medling Hand in ought to try, 
That does beyond thy Reach of ledge lie; 
But ſeek to know, and bend thy ſerious Thought, 
To ſearch the profitable Knowledge out. 


| XVI. i 
Let not the Body want its Part, but ſhare 
A juſt Proportion of thy tender Care : 
For Health and Welfare prudently provide, 
And let its awful Wants be all ſupply dj; 
Let ſober Draughts refreſh, and wholſome Fare 
Decay ing Nature's waſted Force repair; 
And ſprightly Exerciſe the duler Spirits cheer, , 
In all Things fill, which to this Care belong, 
Obſerve this Rule, to guard thy Soul from 


Wrong. 
XVII. 
By virtuous Uſe thy Life and Manners frame. 
, and ſimply pure, and free from _ 


( 65 ) 


| XVIII. . 
Provoke not Envy's deadly Rage, but fly 
The glancing Curſe of her malicious Eye. 


XIX. 
geek not in needleſs Luxury to waſte 
Thy ko ny and Subſtance with a Spendthrift's 
aite ; 
Yet flying theſe, be watchful leſt thy % 


Porne to Extremes, an equal Danger find, 
And be to ſordid Avarice inclin'd. 
Diſtant alike ſrom each, to neither lean, 


But ever keep the happy Gol DER Muay. 


Let not the 8 of Sleep ſurprize, 
Nor creep in Slumbers on thy weary Eyes, 
Ere ev'ry Action of the former Day 
Strictly thou doft, and righteouſly ſurvey. 
With Rev'rence at thy own Tribunal ſtand, 
And anſwer juſtly to thy own Demand. 
Where {> I becn?—la what have I tranſ- 
Wha? Good or Ill has this Day's Life expreſt ? 
Where have I fail'd in what I ought to do?— 
In what to Gos, to Man, or to myſelf I owe? 
Inquire, ſevere, whate'er, from firſt to laſt, 
F 0 Morning's Dawn till Ev'ning's Gloom 
as paſt : : | 
If evil were thy Deeds, repenting, mourn, 
And let thy Soul with ſtrong Remorſe be torn. 
If good, the Good with Peace of Mind repay, } 
And to thy ſecret ſelf with —_— Wot 
Rejoice, my Heart, for all went well _ 1 
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(6 ) 
| The Cow clustfox. 
Theſe Thoughts, and chiefly theſe thy Mind 


ſhould move, 


Employ thy Study, and engage thy Love: 
Theſe are the Rules which will to Virtue lead, 


And teach thy Feet her heav'nly Paths to tread. 


—_— 


SELECT 


Hiſtorical Reflections 


O N 
Various Subjects 
| EQUALLY 


laſtructive and Entertaining. 


— 


On the Ab v AN TAGES of a Liberal 

| Education 1 | 
N induſtrious and virtuous Education of 
4 Children is a better Inheritance * them 
than a great Eſtate. To what purpoſe is it, 
ſaid Crates, the Philoſopher, to heap up im- 
menſe Treaſures, and have no 3 no 


Hanne 


( G -) 
Manner of Regard to the Heirs to whom you 
propoſe to leave them ? | 


TE | 
Zeus hearing a young Man ſpeak too freely 
told him We a 1 5 Ears, and but — 
Tongue, for this very Reaſon, chat we ſhould 
hear much and talk little. 


| III. 

Xenophon commended the Perſſaus for the 
prudent Education of their Children, who would 
not admit them to effeminate their Minds with 
amorous Stories, and idle Romances, being ſuf- 
ficiently convinced of the Danger of ig 
Weight to the Bias of corrupt Nature, 


IV. | | 
Phecilides, the Greek Poet, likened Educa- 
tion to a Sicile and a Hand, for this Reaſon ; if 
there were any Vice in the Soul, it would weed 
it out; and if there were no Virtue as yet in 
the Soul, it would ſoon plant ſome in. 


1 (5K 

- Lycurgns ſeeing a Keeper teaching a Bud. 
Eu to follow a — —, ſaid he, 
what Pains yonder Maſter takes to make his 
Servant oſeful and profitable for his Pleaſure ; 
who would not then train up with Diligence his 
Son in the School of Virtue, that he may be- 
come in Time a worthy Member of the Com- 
monwealth ! 0. hd HOT, 


C49 
| 31 VI, 
On the Folty of REeviencr 


There cannot poſſibly be a greater Act of Ex- 
travagance and Indiſcretion, than for a Man to 
run cke Hazard of lofing his Life to gratify his 
Rage and Reſentment. When Mark Antony, 
afrer the Battle of ln challenged Aug «ftur, 
he took no further Notice of the Inſult, than 
ſending him back this calm Anſwer—That, if 
Antony was weary of his Life, there were other 
Ways of Diſpatch beſides fighting him; and for 
his Part he ſhould not give himfelf the Trou- 
ble to be his Excutioner. | 


Vn. 
Oz the Fol I Y of PRID r. 


A certain Cavalier, hearing that an old Friend 
of his was advanced to a Cardinalete, went to 
tulate his Eminence upon his new Honour. 
—Pray, Sir, ſays rhe Cardinal, may I crave 
the Favour of your Name, and your Buſineſs ? 
I am come, ſays the Cavalier, to candole 
with your Eminence, and to. tell you how hear- 
tily I pity Men who are overcharged with Dig- 
nity and Preferment ; for it turns ſome People's 
Brains to that Degree, that they can neither 

, nor hear, nor underſtand like other Men; 
makes them as abſolutely forget their old 
tends, as if they had never ſeen them be- 

fore in all their Lives. 8 

VIII. 


F 


( 69 ) 
; VIII. 
It is a t Unhappineſs for a Man te 
10 too Ie to the World, and too much 


unknown to himſelf, Hlerander was below a 
Man, when he affected to he a God, 


IX. 

When Darius offered Alexander 10,000 Ta- 
lents to divide Afa with him, he anſwered, 
The Earth cannot bear two Suns, nor Aa 
© two Kings.” Parmenio, a Friend of Alexander, 
hearing hes great Offers Darius had made, faid, 
Were I Alexander, I would accept them.“ 
To which Alexander replied, © So would I, 
were 1 Parmenio. 

X. 
On HUMILITY. 

Cleobulus, being aſked why he ſought not to 
be advanced to Honour and Preferment, made 
this Reply—O Friend, as long as I ſtudy and 
practiſe Humility, I know where I am; but 
when I ſhall hunt after Dignities and Promo» 
tion, I am afraid I ſhall loſe myſelf, 


Or CovsToOVSNESS. 0 


Zens ſaid, that an avaricious Man was like 2 
barren, ſandy Ground, which ſucks in all the 
Rains and Dews with Greedineſs. and Thirſt, 
= ields no fruitful Herbs or Plants to the 

itants, 


XII, 


11 

. 
Tantalus, we are told, was ready to periſh 
with Thirſt, though up to the Chin in Water. 
Change but the Name, and every rich Miſer 


is the Tantalus in the Fable. He fits gaping 
over his Money, and dare no more touch it, 


than he dares to commit Sacrilege. 


XIII. 


Againſt DETRACTION. 
Diogenes, being aſked how one Perſon ſhould 
be revenged of another who defamed him ; an- 
ſwered, By being a virtuous and honeſt Man, 


| XIV. 
Philis of Macedon, ſaid, he was beholden to 


the 4:heriax Orators for reproving him; for 
he would endeavour both by Words and Ac- 


| | XY, 
Plato, hearing it was aſſerted by ſome Per- 
ſons that he was a very vicious Man, faid, I 
' ſhall take care to live ſo that no body will be- 


lieve them, 
9 


On the” PLEASURES of RETIREMENT. 


Antiſthenes, the Philoſopher, being aſked, 
What Fruit he had gained by his Studies ? an- 
ſwered, He had learned to live and converſe 
with himſelf. N 

| | XVII. 


E 


XVII. 
Scipio Africanus uſed. to ſay, that he was ne- 
yer leſs alone, than when alone. 


X VIII, 


On SINCERITY, 


A great Man being aſked by Heliogabalns, on 
a certain Affair, How he durſt ſpeale fo 

Becauſe, ſaid he, I dare die: I can "Io ie, if 
I ſpeak the Truth ; and I muſt die if I flatter, 


XIX. 
nien Princes were uſed to wear a 
Goda, r beſet with precious Stones, 
which they ſtyled Trarh ; intimating thereby, 
that no other Ornament was equal to it. 


is | XX. 

Truth is ſo great a Perfection (ſays FA thas 
goras) that if Gob would render himſelf viſible 
to Men, he would chuſe ur for his Body, 
and Truth for his Soul. 


X XI. 


Again IDLENESS. 
Epaminondas, Prince of Thebes, had ſuch an 
Averſion to Idleneſs, that finding one of his 
Captains aſleep in the Day-time, he flew him: 
For which ag being reproved by his Nobles ; 
he * I only left him as I found bim. 


lain ? 


— 
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XXII. 


. 


| XXII. 

Titus V:ſpnfran, the benevolent Roman Fmpe- 
ror, made it his conſtant Practice to call himſelf 
to an Account every Night for the Actions of 
the paſt Day; and ſo often as he found that he 
had let any one day ſlip without doing ſome 
Good, he entered in his Diary this Memorandum 

XXIII. 
Again INT ID EIRrr. | 

Cicero ſays, he can hardly think that Man 
to be in his right Mind, who is deftitute of Re- 
lgion. | + " 

XXIV. 


They lye, ſays Seneca, who ſay, they believe 
there 1s 2 Tho? they may profeſs this 
ſomewhat confidently in the Day-time, when 
they are in Company; yet in the Night, and 
alone, they have doubtful Thoughts about it. 


x4 

Tis an Obſervation of Ciceros, that no Kind 

of Men are more afraid of Gop, than ſuch as 

retend not to believe his Being : Theſe are the 

en who, above all others, are moſt liable to 

be affected with - a Tremor and dreadful Ap- 

prehenſions, eſpecially in the Time of Sick- 
neſs, and the Approaches of Death. 


e ee e eee 
My Lord Bacon, towards the latter End of hi 


, 
* 


Life, (aid, That a little ſmattering in 8 
* wou 


(. 1+ 


would lead a Man to Azhei/m ; but a thorough 
Inſight into it will lead him back again to a 
Firft Cauſe; and that the firſt Principle of right 
Reaſon 1s Religion. | 
XXVII. | 

I never had a Sight of my Soul (ſaid the 
Emperor Antoninus) and yet I have a great 
Value for it, becauſe it is diſcoverable by its 
Operations; and by my conſtant Experience of 
the Power of Gop, I have a Proof of his Be- 
ing, and a Reaſon for my Veneration. 


XXVIII. 


It was good Counſel * to the Athenians, 
to be certain that King Ph 
they expreſſed their us at the Report of it, 
leſt they might find him alive to revenge their 
haſty Triumph. The like Advice may be pro- 
per to all Uanbelievers ; let them be ſure that 
there is no God, before they preſume to defy 
him, leſt they find him at laſt to aſſert his Be- 
ing to their Deſtruction, 


XXIX. | 


They have jr a great Prize indeed (fays 


Cicero) who have perſuaded themſelves to be- 


_ © lieve, that when Death comes they ſhall utterly 


periſh : What Comfort is there; what is there 
to be boaſted of in that Opinion? If in this I 
'err, ſays he, that I think the Souls of Men 
immortal, I err with Pleaſure ; nor will I ever, 
whilſt I live, be forced out of an Opinion 
which yields me ſo much Delight, 
Vor. I. | E XXX. 


9 
* 


ilip was dead, before 


L463 
xxx. 


Sir Walter Raleigh, diſcourſing with ſome 
Friends in the Tower, on the Topick of true 
Happineſs, urged, that it was not only a Free- 
dom from Diſeaſes and Pains of the Body, but 
from Anxiety and Vexation of Spirit ; not only 
to enjoy the Pleaſures of Senſe, but Peace of 
Conſcience, and inward Tranquillity ; and this 
Happineſs, ſo ſuitable to the Immortality of 
our Souls-and the eternal State we muſt live in, 
is only to be met with in Religion, 


XXXI. 


On ConTEmMPT of Ricaes. 


When Alexander ſaw Diogenes fitting in the 
warm Sun, and aſked what he ſhould do for 
him? He deſired no more, than that he would 
ſtand out of his Sun-ſhine, and not take from 
him what he could not give him. 


XXXII. 
On GENEROSITY. 


Alphonſus, King of Sicily, being aſked what 
he would * himfelf, who gave ſo much 
away? Even thoſe Things, ſaid he, that I do 
give; for the reſt I eſteem as Nothing. | 


XXXIII. 


Mark Arntory, when d , and at an Ebb 
of Fortune, cried out, t he had loſt All, 
except what he had given away, 


(I 


XX XIV. 


Cyrus, the firſt Emperor of Perfia, obtained 


a Victory over the Mriant; and after the 


Battle, was fo ſenſibly touched with ſeeing the 


Field covered with dead Bodies, that he ordered 
the ſame Care to be taken of the wounded 4/- 
ſyrians, as of his own Soldiers, ſaying, They 
ace Men as well as we, and are no longer Ene- 
mies, when once they are vanquiſhed. 


XXXV, 


On MopEesTY. 


Secrates being told, that the Oracle at Del- 
pbos had declared him to be the wife Man in 
all Greece, ſaid, There was nothing in him to 
verify that Declaration, but this ; that all he knew 


wat, that he knew nothing; when others, who . 


were not wiſe, reckoned themſeloes ta be ſo. 


XXXVL 


Againſt Pass Io. 

Plato, ſpeaking of paſſionate Perſons, ſays, 
they are like Men who ſtand on their Heads; 
they ſee all Things the wrong Way. 

XXXVII. 
On CONTENTMENT. 
Secrates, ſpeaking of Contentment, ſaid, It 


is the Wealth of Nature, for it gives every 


Thing we want and really need. | 
| E 2 XXXVII. 


- 
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XXXVIII. 

Selam, being aſked by Cre/us, who in the 
whole World was happier than he? He an- 
| ſwered, One Tellus; who though he was poor, 
was a good Man, was content with what he 


had, and died in a good old Age. 
. 


Gypes, the rich King of Lydia, enquired of 
the Oracle who was happier than himſelf; the 
Oracle anſwered, One Aglaus, who was a poor 
Arcadian, contented with a little; who meaſured 
Happineſs, not by the Abundance of Riches, 
but the Tranquillity of the Ming. | 


XL. 


Oz HERNOICG Virtue. 


Zenobia, 7 of Palnyra, being led in 
Triumph by the Emperor Aurelian, bore it 
with ſuch an undaunted Spirit, that ſhe pro- 
cured her Liberty, and conquered her Trium- 
pher. So much is a Mind, that is prepared 
with Virtue, heightened, rather than diſgraced, 
by Misfortunes ! 


XLI. 
Oz Envy. 


Zoilus found Fault with Homer's Poems. 
True Merit always gives thoſe who are envious 


and ill-natured the utmoſt Uneaſineſs. 
| | XLII. 


(77 ) 
WE 


Againſt INTEMPFRANCE: 


Alexander when inflamed with Wine, cuf 
off his beſt Friend; and executed, in one un- 

uarded Moment, what he repented of all his 

ife after. 


XLIII. 


On Love for cur COUNTRY. 


Rutilius being told, in his Exile, that for his 
Comfort there would be ere long a Civil War, 
which would bring all the banijhed Men home 
again. God forbid! ſaid he; for I had rather 
my Country ſhould %% for my Banifbment 
than moura for my Return, 


XLIV. 


Xenophon, hearing that his Son died cou- 
rageoufly in Battle, was fo far from being con- 
cerned at it, that he rejoiced ; and thanked 
the Gods for ſending him ſo braye a Youth, 
who was proud of dying for the Good of his 
Country. 
XLV. 


On DraTH and ETERNIT 1. 
In the Grave there is no Diſtinction of Per- 


ſons; which made Diogenes ſay, when ſearch- 


ing a Charnel-houſe, that he could find no 
Difference between the Skull of King Philip 
and That of a common Man, 

| e XL VI. 


| 
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XLVI. 


Socrates, on the Day of his Execution, in 
Diſcourſe with his Friends on the Immortality 
of the Soul, ſaid, Whether Gov will approve 
of my Actions or not, I cannot ſay ; but this 
I am ſure of, that I have at all Times made it 
my Endeavour to pleaſe him; and I have great 
* this my Endeavour will be accepted 
by hi / 


XLVII. | 
Cardinal Vol, one of the greateſt Mini- 
. Kers of State that ever was, poured forth his 
Soul in theſe ſad Words; Had I been as dili- 
gent to ſerve my Gop as I have been to pleaſe 
my King, he would not have forſaken me now 
in my grey Hairs. 
XLVIII. | 
Cardinal Richelieu, being aſk'd one Day by a 
Friend, why he was ſo ſad? replied; The Soul 
is a ſerious Thing; it muſt either be ſad here 
for a Moment, or be ſad for ever. | 


XLIX. | 
Cardinal Mazarine, having made Religion 
wholly ſubſervient to the ſecular Intereft, diſ- 
courſing one Day with a Doctor of the Sor- 
borne concerning the Immortality of the Soul, 


and Man's eternal State; ſaid, weeping: O 
my poor Soul ! wwhither awilt thou go? And after- 
wards ſeeing the Qucen- Mother, ſaid to her, 
Madam, your Favours have undone me; and 
evere I to live my Time over again, I would 


be @ Capuchin, much rather than @ Courtier. 


a 


. 


Sir John Maſon, Privy-Counſellor to Kin 
Henry, VIII, Sc. upon his Death- bed, delivere 
himſelf to thoſe about him to this Purpoſe; 
I have ſeen Five Princes, and been Privy- 
* Counſellor to Four. I have ſeen what is 
* moſt remarkable in foreign Parts, and been 
« preſent at moſt State-Tranſactions for thirty 
80 Years together; and nave learnt This, after 
% ſo many Years Experience, that Seriouſneſs 
cc ig the greateſt Wiſdom, Temperance the beſt 
7 Phyfick, and a good Conſcience the beſt 
«« Eftate: And were I to live again, I would 
* change the Court for a Cloyſter, my Privy» 
« Counſellor's Buſtle for an Hermit's Retire- 
« ment, and the whole Life I lived in the Pa- 
« Jace, for one Hour's Enjoyment of God in 
© the Chapel: All Things elſe forſake me, 
& beſides my God, my Duty, and my Prayer.“ 

0 II. * 

Sir Walter Raleigh, looking on the Monu- 
ment of a Prince, made this Reflection; O juſt 
and mighty Death! what none have dared to 
do, thou haſt done; and Him, whom all the 
World have flattered, Thou alone haſt caſt out 
of the World and deſpiſed. Thou haſt drawn 
together all the far-fetched Greatneſs, all the 
Cruelty and Ambition of Man, and covered 
it all over with theſe two narrow Words, Hic 
facet. 

. We ſhall add but one Reflection more, from 
the uni verſally- admired Mr. Addiſon, which is 
- too 


( 80 ) 
too beautiful to be omitted; and we flatter our- - 
ſelves a very natural Concluſion of theſe ſerious 
Amuſements. 
When I look upon the Tombs of the 
* Great, (ſays he) every Emotion of Envy dies 
« in me; when I read the Epitaphs of the 
% Beautiful, every inordinate Deſire goes out; 
« when I meet with the Grief of Parents upon 
« a Tomb-ſtone, my Heart melts with Com- 
« paſſion ; when I ſee the Tombs of Parents 
„ themſelves, I conſider the Vanity of griev- 
« ing for thoſe whom we muſt quickly follow ; 
« when I ſee Kinks lying by thoſe who depoſed 
« them; when 1 conſider rival Wits placed 
Side by Side, or the holy Men that divided 
the World with their Conteſts and Diſputes, 
« I reflect with Sorrow and Afſtoniſhment on 
« the little Competitions, Factions, and De- 
< bates of Mankind; when I read the ſeveral 
% Dates of the Tombs, of ſome that died as 
er Yeſterday, and ſome fix hundred Years ago, 
J conſider that Great Day, when we ſhall all 
« of us be Contemporaries, and make our 
Appearance together.“ 


_ 


FINIS. 


